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Ho talked of Isaac Walton's Lives, which was one of his most favourite hooks. Dr. Donne's Life, ho .said, was the most perfect of them, lie observed, that ' it was wonderful that Walton, who was in a very low situation in life, should have been familiarly received by so many jj;reat men, and that at a time when the ranks of society were kept more separate than they arc- now.' He supposed that Walton had then jjiven up his business as a linen-draper atul semp-ster, and was only an attthour'; and added, 'that he was a great panegyrist/ BnsWKi.i.. 'No quality will {.jet a man more friends than a disposition to admire the qualities of others. I do not mean (lattery, but a sincere admiration.' JOHNSON, l Nay, Sir, flattery pleases very generally'4. In the first place, the flatterer may think what lie says to be true: but, in the second place', whether he thinks so or not, he certainly thinks those whom he flatters of consequence enough to be flattered.'
No sooner had we made our bow to Mr. Cambridge, in his library, than Johnson ran eagerly to one side of the room, intent on wrin over the backs of the books1. Sir oshua
ranee, not, inadequate tn the purpose:* of common life, whirh h, I believe, very widely tliihr.rtl aiming them,' Johnson's /?*<<//•», ix. is;H, Lord Shellmrne said that the Karl of Hute had 'a great deal of super-tidal knowledge, such an is rnwwonly to he met with in !•' ranee and Scotland, ehieUy upon nutters of natural philosophy, mines. Ins-iils, a smattering of mechanies, a linle metaphysics, and a very false taste in everything.' Fir/nuvurire's .s'/W/w//^. i. t \<i, ' A gentleman who had heard that Hentley was born in the north, said to l'«ir»nn: "Wasn't he a Scotelunan ?" " Mo, Sir." replied Poison. " Henttey was a great Greek scholar/" Un^erVs /l/M-« t\ttt\ p, \;.s..
1 Walton did not retire from IwMMrv* till t(>,\\, lint in 1^14, I )r, Kin^, Hislutj* of t'liieln-ster, in u letter prehsed to his /,/,'vs1, tnrntionH his having heen familiarly urquaintetl with him for forty years; and in 1631 he was so intimate with l)r.l)onnr that he wan one uf the, frietulH who attended him on hh deathbed, f. BONWM.I,, jun. Hi?? firat wife's uwle was (Jectr^e ('cannier, the grandson of the Ari'h-bishop's hrother. Ui-s set ond wife wa*t half-winter of Hishop Ken.
3 Johnson hinwelf. as H«»n\vell lelh us, '\v»is a<uuewluit HU*»t'epttbte of (lattery.1 See /«*,»/, end of t^K.j.
8 The first lime he dined with me, he wan shewu into my bonk-II. 27                                                                  observed,ying down a rule for n prime minister; whereas                                     j
